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Where we began….. 



Where we began….. 



Where we began….. 

Farmers seemed to be largely excluded from the discussion : “ Where Next ? ” 
 
• How do we feed 9 Billion in 2050 

 
• UN FAO report – findings seemed to be misrepresented 

 
• IAASTD report largely ignored 

 
• Key Assumptions: 

 
• Projection based on growth of meat consumption in developing 

economies 
 

• Meat production based on cereal feed 
 



Where we began….. 

Grass Fed: 
 
• Online discussion group formed from initial contacts 

 
• Need for a clear identity established 

 
• Concerns that sooner or later, it might be used as just another 

“greenwash” label unless farmers took the initiative 
 

• Wealth of scientific evidence about the benefits of Pasture Fed… 
 

• Existing successful model: US – American Grassfed Association (AGA) 
 





Next Steps….. 

• Establish a  clear identity in the Marketplace through PASTORAL 
brand 

• Brand has to be “owned”  

Thus the Pasture-Fed Livestock Association came into being... 
 
• A means to an end, not an end in itself 
• PFLA will nurture Pasture-Fed until it becomes mainstream practice. 
• Pasture-Fed is the Farms, the Farmers and the Livestock, not the PFLA  

• Brand linked to Production Standards….. 

• Pasture-Fed rather than Grass Fed  
• Need to define exactly what we mean by Pasture-Fed 



Next Steps….. 

 

Pastoral 
 

Standards for 
 

Pasture-Fed Ruminants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regulations for use of the Pastoral collective trademark 
 
 

Prepared by the 
  

 

Pasture-Fed Livestock Association C.I.C 
 

 
 
 
 
 

V 1.4 (August 2011) 

Production Standards based on : 

• Traditional farming husbandry 

• Science underpinning the 

benefits of Pasture-Fed 

• Experience of AGA in the US 
 



Production Standards – Key Points 

The  3 “R”s 
“Required”   something must or must not be done or that something is  

  prohibited 

 

“Recommended”    reflect the aims and principles of the PFLA but are not mandatory 

  in order for approval to use the Pastoral symbol be granted 

 

Reviewed  regularly to ensure that they deliver the objectives of Pasture-Fed 

  and the PFLA 

 



Production Standards – Key Points 

Grass and forage must be the feed source consumed for the lifetime of the animal, 

with the exception of milk consumed by young stock prior to weaning 

• Grass – annual & Perennial  

• Legumes – clovers, lucerne, trefoil, vetches 

• Brassicas –Kale, stubble turnips, fodder rape 

• Browse & Forbs 

Prohibited: 

• Cereals and other forms of concentrate feed 

• Harvested arable root crops (e.g. potatoes, sugar beet, carrots) 

Objective: not using cereals or cereal crops as a source of for animal feed  



Production Standards – Key Points 

Brassica crops: 

• Animals must be removed from grazing brassica crops at least 10 days prior to 

slaughter 

• Must not exceed 40% of the daily DM and less than 10% of the total annual DM intake 
(10% of the total annual dry matter intake to a maximum of 40% daily dry matter intake equates to 

approximately 90 days access to brassica crops per year) 

• To avoid taints in milk, must not exceed 30% of the daily DM intake. 

• A period of at least four hours between access to brassicas and milking.  

• Must be supplemented with additional forage to balance the low fibre content  

Objective: Brassica crops can play an important role in sustainable, rotational farming  but 

should be part of a rotation and their inclusion should not adversely affect the potential 

for growing crops for direct human consumption 



Production Standards – Key Points 

Animal Welfare: 
• Animal welfare a high priority, not least in terms of the market for Pasture-Fed 
• Standards require that Producers are covered by Farm Assurance: 

₋ Record Keeping 
₋ Ear tags 
₋ Contingency planning etc..  

• Small Producers often don’t have Farm Assurance in place but we will support them by 
making provision within the Audit process 

• Pasture-Fed has the support of AWA, CIWF and WSPA   

Objective:  Farm Assurance requirement (Red Tractor) doesn’t itself cover Animal welfare 

However, – PFLA is actively working to ensure that high standards of animal welfare are 

recognised and externally verified. 



Production Standards – Key Points 

Sheep & Lamb production: 

• Clear Distinction between Breeding Stock and Production Stock 

• Individual tags / ID required for Pasture-Fed production stock 

“Recommended”: In addition to the statutory identification tag, a second green “slaughter” tag 

should also be applied, carrying a unique identification number. This will enable an easy distinction 

between breeding and production stock.” 

• Supplementary feeding is permitted for breeding animals only and only at times when 

the welfare of these animals would otherwise be at risk. 

Note: This could include ewes carrying multiple lambs or in-lamb ewes in poor body condition 

 
Objective:  That all forms of ruminant livestock production derive solely from pasture and 

forage. However, the PFLA recognises the potential welfare challenges presented by this 

for some breeding animals.  The long-term objective remains one of eliminating 

supplementary feed 





Next Steps….. 

PFLA Website is a key part of  keeping  

operating costs to a minimum…… 



The PFLA today…….. 

Website acts as a  
 
• “Shop Front” for Pasture-Fed 

 
• Database for animals 

 
• Database for producers 

 
• Audit train for IP (Identity 

Preservation) 



The PFLA today…….. 

Members can apply to become 
Approved Suppliers 
 
Wherever possible, information 
used to its full potential 



The PFLA today…….. 

• Emphasis is on Producers 
being treated as responsible 
 

• Self-Assessment is an online 
process  
 

• Key points in the Production 
Standards addressed 
 

• Inspections check self-
assessment against actual 
practice 
 

• Risk-based approach to 
audits 
 



The PFLA today…….. 

• Livestock details entered 
 

• Movements recorded 
₋ Between holdings 
₋ Holding to abattoir 
₋ Abattoir to cutting 
₋ Cutting to retail 

 
• Complete chain captured 

 
• Pastoral Number available 

 
 



The PFLA today…….. 

PASTORAL number means 

produce can be traced back 

to the producer and 

animal.. 



The PFLA today…….. 

Producer Web profile 



The PFLA today…….. 

Animal Details  

And… 



The PFLA today…….. 

 Self- Assessment Form 



The Audit Process…. 
 
Still being finalised but the intention is: 
 
• Wherever possible to integrate with existing farm inspections 

 
• To ensure disproportionate costs don’t fall on small producers 

 
• To  record comments about good practice and make these 

available. 
 

• To work with animal welfare groups to help underwrite costs. 
 



“The PFLA has helped to give Pasture-Fed 

an identity in the UK. 

Its future now rests with the community 

of  farmers who practice it, the livestock 

they produce and the customers who 

support it” 



Pasture-Fed Livestock 
Association    

www.pasturefed.org 

Thank You 
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